
THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
28 , h October 2012 

St. Mary's, Belford Road, Fort William PH33 6BT Tel. (01397) 702174 
www.stmarysfortwilliam.org 

Noticeboard 

Sunday Masses: Vigil Mass. Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Sunday Morning Mass, 10.30 a.m. 

Weekday Masses: 10.15 a.m. 

THURSDAY IS THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS AND A HOLIDAY OF OBLIGATION. 
MASSES WILL BE AT 10.15 A.M.. 1.15 P.M. AND 7 P.M. 
FRIDAY IS ALL SOULS DAY. MASSES WILL BE AT 10.15 A.M. AND 7 P.M. 

Sacrament o f Reconciliation: Saturday, 9.45 to 10 a.m. 4 to 4.30 p.m. 5.30 to 5.50 p.m. 

Saturday is the Optional Memorial of St. Martin de Porres. We will celebrate the Feast 
Day of this beloved saint. 

Sincere thanks for your great support of the Missions. Last Sunday's special collection came to a very generous £739! 
This does not include the Missio Membership total of £125 so far. 

We pray for our Faithful Departed, especially those whose anniversaries are about this time: Rose Gardetto, Molly 
Cameron. Angus MacPhee, Michael Haggerty, Kenny Cairns, Anne Morrison, Mary MacNeil, Henry MacLaren, 
Susan Keenan, Patrick Quinn, Roy Stirling, Rose Mary Moore, Margaret Reevie, Mona Timbrell and Teresa 
Dougan. May they rest in the peace and joy of Christ. 

November is, of course the Month of the Holy Souls. Remembrance sheets are available at the back of the church. 
Please write the names of your loved ones and hand in your sheet as soon as you can. 

Our first Christmas cards are available. These are in support of the Carmelites Sisters in Dysart. There are also Advent 
Calendars for the children. Other cards, as well as calendars, from CBC in Northern Ireland should arrive very soon. Any 
profit from these is for the parish, but what is more significant is that such cards keep Christ in Christmas, something all 
the more imperative in this Year of Faith. Every card sent is a gentle witness to Him. 

Holy Communion will be taken to the housebound from Monday to Wednesday of this week. 

The Bishop has decided that Deacon Stanislaw should spread his wings a little more. He has instructed him to help out in 
neighbouring parishes in the coming months, spending weekends in Roy Bridge, Moidart and Ballachulish, as well as 
continuing to serve for periods in Fort William. To enable him to carry out this work, as well as other tasks connected 
with the Diocese, the Diocesan Office in Oban has provided another second-hand car, far more reliable than the one he 
had before. 

British Legion poppies can be collected at the back of church. Any donation you can give is appreciated. 

The Daily Creed 

In this Year of Faith we are all encouraged to say The Apostles' Creed in 
our daily prayer. We are especially invited to do so with the children, so 
that they eventually know it so well that they, too, will make it a personal 
daily prayer. If, in eleven months time, the youngsters know the Apostles' 
Creed off by heart, you will have given them something very precious. 
Cards have been ordered from the CTS, illustrated on one side and with 
this form of the Creed on the other. Each of you will be given one, thereby 
helping make the Year of Faith all the more a reality in our lives. 

This week we look at the Book of Job as part 
of our series on Faith in the Old Testament. 
This is one of William Blake's famous etchings 
of scenes in that Book. Entitled "Job's 
Despair," it was engraved in 1825. 
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Women of the Bible 
JEZEBEL 

There is darkness as well as light in the Old Testament, and Jezebel 
belongs to the darkness. She was the pagan wife of King Ahab of 
Israel, a man who for much of his reign seemed indifferent to true 
religion. By his time, Israel has for decades been divided into two 
kingdoms: the kingdom of Judah in the south, centred on Jerusalem, 
and the Kingdom of Israel in the north. This kingdom was more 
prosperous, more cosmopolitan, than Judah, and also more 
susceptible to paganism. And no one advocated pagan worship as 
zealously as Queen Jezebel. There are different interpretations o f 
the meaning of her name: according to one, we can discern in it the 
name of Ba*al, the rain god of her native Sidon (in modern-day 
Lebanon). Her marriage to Ahab was most likely political. This 
alliance would benefit Israel's trade, giving it access through Sidon 
to the Mediterranean Sea. 

To give Jezebel her due, she was loyal to her husband, but at the 
same time she could have great control over him. This illustration 
by Damien F. Mackey shows her as the power behind the throne. 
Before king and queen stands Jezebel's mortal enemy, that 
quintessential prophet, Elijah. 

It was Elijah who led the resistance against the imposition o f 
Jezebel's paganism on the people of Israel. The most dramatic 
confrontation took place on Mount Carmel in the form of a contest 
between the prophet and the priests of Ba'al. (I Kings 18:18-46) 
Elijah won, of course, but was then outlawed by a furious Jezebel. 
He fled to Mount Horeb to escape death. (Cf. I Kings 19: 1-18: 
surely one of the most beautiful narratives in the entire Old 
Testament.) This made Jezebel all the more unpopular among the 
people. They also objected to her autocratic ways, perhaps normal 
in Sidon but alien to their understanding of royal power. The worst 
example of this was her engineering the judicial murder of Naboth, 
so as to acquire his vineyard. (I Kings 21:5-15). For this terrible 
crime against an innocent man she was cursed by Elijah. 

Sure enough she met a violent death. One must, however, 
acknowledge the courage and panache she showed as her enemies 
drew near. She put on her make-up and finest headwear! (// Kings 
9:30) 

Many centuries later, extreme Christian puritans would focus on the 
make-up, condemning any woman who wore cosmetics or lived a 
less than conventional life as "a Jezebel". Perhaps we should simply 
remember her as the Lady MacBeth o f the Old Testament who 
underestimated the power o f a single prophet and the faith of so 
many of the ordinary people. 

Faith in the Old Testament 
JOB: FAITH TESTED BY SUFFERING 

Composed at some point during the 5* century to the 3 r d century 
before Christ, the Book of Job is placed among the so-called 
Wisdom Books of the Old Testament. Despite this categorisation, 
the story of Job is unique: there is no other book quite like it in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. If it has a single author, as various scholars 
maintain, then the man who wrote it can only be described as a 
genius. His work stands out as one of the greatest of his time, no 
matter what culture we go to. It remains a book that speaks to every 
age, including our own. 

The setting is theatrical (The composer Vaughan Williams would 
make the Book into a masque). The angels, including Satan, are in 
attendance in the heavenly court. Challenged by the Devil, God 
give permission for him to test Job's faith to the extreme by 
suffering. Misfortune quickly follows misfortune. Job loses family 
and possessions; covered in boils he sits on a dung heap, and then 
his friends arrive. They have since been immortalised as "Job's 
Comforters" - people who try to help when times are bad but end 
up making you feel worse! 

Essentially, the Book consists of dialogues between Job and his 
friends and. more importantly, between Job and God. Job's friends 
follow the conventional thinking o f their day. Prosperity was God's 
blessing: suffering was because of sin. There is a certain smugness: 
all is well with them, and if not so with another it must be his fault. 
Job must therefore be a sinner. Job will have nothing of this! He 
knows that he is innocent, and so he speaks for every human being 
who asks that fundamental question: Why suffering, and especially 
the suffering of the innocent? 

The dialogue in this Book can only be described as riveting. It 
raises such questions as: Am I an enemy of God by nature? Is God 
more pleased to destroy than to make? Is God an irrational force 
and nothing else? Is justice only what God wants it to be? These 
and similar questions are faced then rejected by Job. If he is to 
arrive at any conclusion it is that God must be just, otherwise there 
is no such thing as justice, but God must know that the world does 
not display perfect justice. 

This is very much a transcendent God. who cannot be submitted to 
judgement by human experience. It is this God who speaks to Job 
from a storm: "Were you there when 1 laid the earth's 

foundations?.... When all the stars of the morning were singing with 
joy, and the Sons of God in chorus were chanting praise? ". These 
are just two verses from the extraordinary chapters 38 to 41 of the 
Book o f Job. Humbly, Job finally gives his answer: "1 have been 
holding forth on matters I cannot understand, on marvels beyond 
me and my knowledge.. I knew you then only by hearsay: but now, 
having seen you with my own eyes, I retract all I have said. " (Job 
42:3-6). In his suffering and his dialogues with God, Job has left 
behind a conventional faith and has reached a deeper relationship 
with God. There is a happy ending: all that he has lost is restored in 
abundance. 

What does one say to people who have no happy endings? Job 
does point us towards the consolation of an afterlife: "After my 
awakening he will set me close to him, and from my flesh I will 
look on God. "(19:26) His words will find fulfilment in the death 
and resurrection of Christ. In him, God enters fully into the domain 
of human frailty, pain and suffering. God will no longer speak from 
a storm but in the Innocent One in Gethsemane and on a cross. 
Resurrection and heaven will be justice perfectly done. 


