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Noticeboard 

Weekday Masses: 

Thursday is the Memorial of Blessed John Duns Scotus. Friday is the Feast of 
the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica: Saturday, the Memorial of Pope St. Leo 
the Great. 

Sunday Masses: 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday: 

Vigil Mass, Saturday, 6 p.m. 
Sunday Morning Mass, 10.30 a.m. 

10.15 a.m. 

9.45 to 10 a.m. 4 to 4.30 p.m. 5.30 to 5.50 p.m. 

This month of November began with our great two-day celebration of the Communion of Saints, the bond of love and 
prayer between the Church on earth, the Church in heaven and the Church in that place or state of final purification that 
we call Purgatory. Our prayer continues in the traditional manner as we pray each day of November for all the Faithful 
Departed, especially those who were dear to us in this life. 

We remember the Faithful Departed whose anniversaries are about this time: Irene Quail, Kathleen Kearney, Mary 
MacDonald, Adam MacLean, Elizabeth Cameron, Mary Ellen Timbrell, Charlotte Turner, Una Brown (Tully), 
Jack Doyle and Esther Judge. May their souls and the souls of all the Faithful Departed through the mercy of God 
rest in peace. 

Christmas cards, candles and calendars are available for purchase at the back of the church. Any profit from these is 
for the parish. The candles could be used again at Candlemas, on the 2 n d February. Fr. MacKinnon remembers being 
asked by a parishioner for five Advent Calendars. He has put five aside, but just cannot remember which parishioner it 
was! Let's call it a "pre-senior moment"! Would the good parishioner in question please contact him! 

The pictures attached to the pulpit and to the wall around the Sacred Heart are by the very youngest of our school 
children. They depict St. Andrew in his fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee. We thank Miss Hay, their teacher, and her 
assistants for their commitment to the children's formation in faith. 

We thank the family of the late Chrissie Oliver for handing in Chrissie's £1000 bequest to our parish. It is always a 
blessing and an encouragement when people remember the parish-community in their will. 

We still await the CTS cards on which are printed the Apostles' Creed. 

.Deacon Stanislaw will be absent from Saturday until Tuesday evening of this week. 

There will be a special collection for the Diocese's Pastoral Fund in two weeks time. 

Y E A R O F FAITH 

The Bishop has written to tell us that indulgences will be granted on special days during this Year of 
Faith, with the usual condition of repentance and conversion of heart. The history of indulgences is a 
long and, on occasion, a stormy one. It is an aspect of the Church's life that is often misunderstood, 
poorly communicated, and even abused. Where did it all begin? One has to go to the earliest 
centuries of the Church. Its discipline could be severe. For certain sins a period of public penance was 
demanded. This would involve fasting and almsgiving for example. Later, theologians would describe 
this as a "temporal punishment" for sin. Penitents were barred from full celebration of the Eucharist 
until the allotted penitential period was finished. Public penance completed, the Bishop would 
proclaim absolution and welcome the once wayward sinner back to the altar and communion. During 
times of persecution, Christians often awaited martyrdom in prison. These heroic witnesses would 
sometimes intercede on behave of the penitents, asking that their time of penance be reduced or even 
annulled. Such was the honour given to martyrdom, their request was often granted. This is the 
historical root of all teaching on indulgences. 
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Women of the Bible 
RUTH 

There are only two books in the Bible named after women: 
Esther and Ruth. The first thing to note as regards Ruth is that 
she was not an Israelite. She belonged to the Moabite people 
and was married to one of the sons of an Israelite woman called 
Naomi. When he died, she could have returned to her people 
with honour, but instead she chose to stay on with her mother-

in-law such was the bond of friendship between them. This is 
what Ruth said the Naomi: 

"Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you live, I will live. Your 
people shall be my people, and your God my God. Wherever 
you will die, I will die and there I shall be buried.. " (Ruth 1:16) 

They settled in Bethlehem. Such was their poverty that Ruth 
joined with the other women allowed to glean the harvest: that 
is, they followed the harvesters, picking up tiny amounts of 
uncollected barley, hoping to gather enough to feed them just 
for a while. Such women were often exposed to harassment 
from the male workers, but someone was watching with a very 
different attitude His name was Boaz and he owned part of the 
land that was being harvested. He was a relative of Naomi. He 
enquired about Ruth and was impressed by what he heard. He 
instructed his workers: 

"Let her glean among the sheaves themselves, and do not check 
her; and see you pull a few wars of corn from the bundles and 
let them fall. Let her glean them, and do not scold her. " (2:16) 

Scripture reveals a caring and protective love for Ruth. Naomi 
encourages her to take the initiative. Ruth goes and lies down 
at Boaz's feet as he sleeps on his threshing-floor. He awakes 
and soon realises that she is as fond of him as he is of her. He 
rejoices that she "has not gone after young men, poor or rich. " 
(3:10), but instead wants to be with him. Before they can be 
married, he has to free her from the claim that a closer kinsman 
has over the young widow. This is settled amicably and the 
wedding soon follows. 

Ruth is venerated among the Jewish people both as the convert 
woman "par excellence" and as the great-grandmother of King 
David. Christians honour her, too, as one of the women named 
in the genealogy of Matthew 1:1-16. And people do like a love 
story! 

'Ruth Gleaning', 
By James Tissot, 1896 

Faith in the Old Testament 
FAITH MARTYRED 

Western civilization owes much to Ancient Greece, but we should not 
over-idealise. For example, Athens may have given us the word 
"democracy", but the city's was a rather limited and inconstant 
democratic system; and while the Athenians were among those who 
bravely faced the power of Persia, they were also capable of making 
subjects of other Greeks, often resorting to war. When the Greek 
language and culture was implanted in the Middle East by Alexander 
the Great and his successors, we see another dark side: the persecution 
of the Jewish faith that gave us the first martyrs. Their story is found 
in the Second Book of Maccabees, written after 104 BC, the 
Maccabees being the family that led the eventual armed uprising 
against Greek power 

The martyrs are a ninety-year old scribe called Eleazar and seven 
young brothers. Eleazar chose death rather than eat pig's flesh, 
spitting it out when it was forced into his mouth. His final words 
included the following: "/ shall leave the young a noble example of 
how to make a good death, eagerly and generously, for the venerable 
and holy laws. " (II Maccabees, 6:28) 

The reference to the young is important, for many of them were being 
enticed by the prevailing Greek culture. For them, "Greek was cool!" 
The seven young brothers chose a path very different from theirs. 
Chapter 7 of the Second Book of Maccabees describes their courage 
when subjected to the sadistic cruelty of their executioners. One cried 
out as he died: "Ours is the better choice, to meet death at men's 
hands, yet relying on God's promise that we shall be raised up by him; 
whereas for you there can be no resurrection, no ne^v life. " (7:14) 

These words are evidence of an aspect of faith that was developing 
among many in Israel: belief that the dead would rise one day to new 
life with God. Such belief helped make sense of martyrdom and was 
an act of faith in God's justice being finally done. By the time of Our 
Lord, the Jewish people would be divided between those who believed 
in the resurrection of the dead (the Pharisees, for example) and those 
who hung on to the old, primitive idea of Sheol: that is, Hades or the 
place of the dead. The evolution of faith in resurrection is intimately 
connected with Judaism's experience of martyrdom. 

The rest of the Maccabee Books deals mainly with the armed Jewish 
revolt against the Greek overlords. The Maccabee family and their 
followers had a particular contempt for the apostates and collaborators 
among their own people, greater even than their hatred for the Greek 
King Antiochus. Hatred and violence do not sit comfortably with 
martyrdom, be it Jewish or Christian. True martyrdom is supremely 
pacifist. That will be the message of the Cross. 
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Orthodox icon of old 
Eleazar and the Seven 
Young Martyrs and 
their Mother, who was 
executed after the 
death of all her sons. 


